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the Reich, and a real victory for factious separatism would have
wrecked the reaction for a generation. That is probably what
would have happened had the Right parties gained an independent
majority and been unable to get rid of their hotheads. But they
had no majority. They could and would always be outvoted by
the combination of the Left and Centre, for the Independents
were not yet arrived at that high state of political consciousness
which enables an extreme Left to vote regularly with an extreme
Right, But what did matter was the utter weakening of the Socialist-
Left. As has been said before, the one solid basis in the circum-
stances for democracy in Germany was a strong united Socialist
party. The creation of such a basis was now further off than ever;
the less solid basis of at least one strong Socialist party had been
completely shattered.
The government resigned; it could do nothing else. Unfortu-
nately the coalition could not resign. The one result of the election
that mattered from the parliamentary point of view was that no
conceivable coalition could get a majority, and that neither a
Right nor a Left cabinet would be tolerated. What had to be
found therefore was a government that would not be supported
by a definite majority, but would be tolerated by an indefinite one.
Its length of office would depend solely on how long it could play
off the Left against the Right. In the circumstances parliamentary
government ceased almost to function, and it was in these condi-
tions that a series of cabinets—to whom no prestige of inevitability
attached, who were quite incapable of imposing their will on the
Reichstag, much less on the nation—had to meet a series of inter-
national crises which would have taxed the powers of the strongest
possible cabinet in Germany backed by the strongest possible
national majority.
The issue was inevitably the fulfilment of the Peace Treaty*
Looking back it is easy to see that there were only two policies
which could be based on the one abiding fact that the treaty was
impossible of national acceptance. The one was to secure amend-
ment by loyal fulfilment, using every endeavour to make capital
out of Allied divisions; for that the conditions were almost dicta-
torial authority at home conceded by the nation and a very high

